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Our Purpose 
Hope and opportunity. At Hand in Hand, we know that 
providing these two elements is the key to successfully 
supporting children and families in crisis. We foster 
these elements by offering services focused on 
protection, provision and permanence for the 
many children who cross our threshold 
each year.  

This is our purpose. A purpose driven by the 
rapidly growing needs of the at-risk children 
in our community. The foster support 
system in Washington state is 
overburdened and under-resourced. 
Often placing children in foster care at 
a disadvantage. The following statistics
tell part of that story.

hope and opportunity



Note:  
All data sources detailed at 

handinhandkids.org

the facts

Currently, more than 10,000 
kids are living in foster care in 
Washington.

10,000
Approximately 6,000 children enter 
foster care in Washington each year.

6,000

Yet Washington has only 5,100 
active foster homes.

5,100

Approximately 12% of children 
in foster care drop out of high 
school.

12%

1/3
More than a third of children in 

Washington’s foster care system 
become homeless after leaving care. 44% of people in Washington’s 

criminal justice system were 
formerly in foster care.

44%

1 in 8 Washingtonians live 
below the poverty line.

1 IN 8

1 in 8 Washingtonians relies on 
SNAP (food stamps).

1 IN 8

41%
Approximately 41% of children 

in Out of Home Care live with a relative.



Hand in Hand provides resources and refuge to children and families in crisis, 
regardless of income, race, gender identity, ability, religion, resident status or lifestyle.  
Our services range from immediate need assistance to long term support:

• Hand in Hand Safe Place shelter
• Parent-Child Visitation Services
• Foster Support Services
• After School Academic Support 
• Soccer Outreach Programs
• Emergency Food Boxes
• Resource Closet
• Clothing Give-Aways
• Back to School Supplies
• Rent/Utilities Assistance
• Community Events
• Foster Home Service Line coming in 2020 
• Parenting Classes (Bio, Kin and Foster Parent Focused) coming in 2020

Hand in Hand’s purpose-driven work achieves high-impact results. In the past nine years, we have supported
thousands of children and families through our programs:

• 1,500 children given shelter at Hand in Hand Safe Place 
• 396 students enrolled in School Outreach
• 4,244 people received free clothing
• 4,175 people benefitted from emergency food boxes
• 753 people received rental/utility assistance
• 700 children participated in Soccer Outreach 

The families we support are given some of the tools and opportunities needed to thrive, but we know there is
much more work yet to be done. 

our impact



It was bedtime at Safe Place. Emma sat on the floor playing babies and strategically sorting Barbie shoes. She 
glanced up at me, deep brown eyes filled with concentration and said, “I’m not done yet.”

We played a bit more with the dolls and soon I realized that each Barbie scene was a scene from her young life. 
Neglect.  Abuse. Malnutrition. All played out on the bedroom floor.  Each inquisitive glance from Emma, each 
smile and bit of conversation drove deep into my heart.

Our fight for justice begins in these small moments. In those quiet hours, we listen to their stories. We are 
granted a glimpse into their lives. We better understand their norms.

Our goal at Hand in Hand is to give every Emma a better tomorrow.  And through our work, let them know that 
we aren’t done yet either.

our commitment

In 2010, Hand in Hand was born from a group of foster parents, social workers and child advocates seeking to make  
positive, systemic changes in how children enter and are cared for in the foster system.  Throughout this decade, we 
have impacted state child welfare legislation, including HB 1261 (the ‘Safe Place bill’) and SB 5290, revisions to the Becca 
bill. As well as receiving the C.A.R.E Certification through Snohomish County- Trauma Informed Restorative Certification 
in 2019.

We have been recognized and honored by exceptional groups: 

• Angels in Adoption Honoree, November 13, 2019, Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute
• Latino Legislative Day Civic Award, February 5, 2018, Latino Civic Alliance

Today, our commitment to this community remains steadfast as we expand services, open a new shelter and strengthen 
our relationships with community partners and colleagues. 

emma and me



With a continued lens on the needs 
of the most vulnerable in our community 
and the understanding that the child welfare 
system in Snohomish County is strained, I’m 
driven to broaden our services and deepen our 
commitment to the people of this region.

Hand in Hand’s most dynamic expansion is the development of 
an innovative foster support wrap-around model that focuses 
on the foster parents, birth families, and the children in foster 
care as a collective group. This model will provide each family 
group member with critical tools, resources and support to help 
them navigate their challenging situation so that everyone can 
succeed.   

    I’m committed to using my own childhood experiences 
       in the child welfare system to build a best practice  
          model of child-centered programs and services. 

                                Jay Priebe, CEO Hand in Hand



One late December morning, right before Christmas, a 
neighbor found Shelly standing outside without a coat.  She 
was dirty and desperately hungry.  The neighbor called the police 
who found several felons living in Shelly’s home. The house was 
freezing – there was no running water or power.

Shelly was suffering from lice and scabies and her teeth 
were visibly rotten.  She smelled of urine and her hair was greasy 
and matted.  Within hours of arriving at Hand in Hand, Shelly had 
been to the doctor and treated.  After a warm bath, she put on 
her new flannel PJ’s and snuggled into her new quilted blanket to 
watch the movie Elf.  Shelly marveled at Safe Place’s Christmas tree 
and was over the moon that there were presents that were there 
for her.  

At four years old, this was the first Christmas tree she had 
remembered “seeing for real”.  In that moment, Shelly’s joy lit up 
the room.

shelly’s story

shoe shopping story

Tonight, I took a child from Safe Place shoe shopping. Alex’s going into 6th grade and wants to be the 
“smartest kid in the class”.

In the shoe store, he carefully looked around, focusing intently on the price of each pair of shoes.  I said, 
“which ones do you really want?” He pointed at a pair of sleek blue and white sneakers and I told him to 
try them on. Alex peeled off his faded shoes that were clearly two sizes too small and slipped on the new 
pair. When they were laced up, he ran a few steps and then quickly started to take them off. “Do they feel 
good?” I asked.  “Yes,” he said, “Like a dream.”  I said, “OK, let’s get those ones.”

Surprised and overwhelmed by this simple act of generosity, Alex covered his face and started to cry. “I 
can really have these? I can look like the other kids in my class? I have never had shoes like the other kids”.

Kids like Alex? This is why I love my work at Safe Place.



our hope

As we look to the future, we will continue to grow and strengthen this organization based on our core principles:

Connection:  
Fostering connections that build bridges, create bonds and provide opportunities that best support the children and 
families we serve.

Hope:   
Creating an environment - both physical and emotional - where the children and families we serve can build a realistic 
expectation of positive change for their lives. 

Compassion:   
Affording every child and family member we serve the grace of understanding, acceptance and respect for where they 
are on their life path.

Community:   
Partnering with our neighbors, donors, volunteers, co-workers and fellow advocates to create powerful community 
amongst ourselves and the families we serve. 



At its very core, Hand in Hand’s vision is to provide a platform for cohesive, comprehensive child-centric 
services that benefit every type of foster family configuration. Whether that is kinship, guardianship, foster 
care, third party custody, grandfamilies or adoptees.

The end goal? To create and support harmonious, positive and prosperous family environments where 
children can flourish by;

•   Creating a one-stop impact resource center that provides critical services required for families and 
children to be successful.  The center will provide a range of offerings including kinship services,  
parenting classes, case management services, childcare for parents utilizing resource center services, 
academic support, one-on-one counseling, and transitional housing for children aging out of foster care.  

Additionally, the center will provide for increased alignment and partnership with DCYF to allow the 
agency to develop new services and programs based on the changing needs of our children and families 
involved with DCYF.   

•   Revamping Hand in Hand’s Foster Home Service Line. Our new focus will be on recruiting and 
developing restorative foster homes with the goal of training and supporting foster parents so that they 
can provide a stable and loving environment for the children in their care. Our ultimate goal is to reduce 
the number of home transfers children in foster care experience and provide vital services that impact 
every individual affected.

our vision



“Hand in Hand taught me that there are kids in my own neighborhood that need my love and support. 
And then they gave me a tangible way to help.”   -Hand in Hand Volunteer

Help A Child: Become A Donor
Hand in Hand’s success is intertwined with the people and businesses that support our work.  Our hope, and our goal, is to 
ensure that we help every child in our community step out into the world with the tools they need to succeed.  

With your financial support, we can achieve this goal. 

Your contribution helps:
•   The three-year old who is brought to Safe Place at 2:00 am after a domestic disturbance call.
•   The teenager who is struggling to graduate from high school.
•   The two young brothers who witnessed their mom commit suicide.
•   The young family seeking assistance to pay their utility bill, so they don’t end up on the street.
•   The mom who desperately wants to see her daughter through supervised visitation.
•   The grandmother who needs help putting food on the table for the granddaughter she is unexpectedly raising.

An Invitation to Corporate Donors
Support from corporate donors allows Hand in Hand to develop, sustain and enhance critical children-centric programs 
and services. Every dollar you provide has great impact on the lives of the children and families we support. Corporate gifts 
are funding the creation of a new Safe Place home, the development of innovative foster support services and the ongoing 
work of our current outreach programs.

We appreciate every donor’s commitment to our work and to our community. 

 If you would like to learn about our Corporate Donor Program, please contact us at give@handinhandkids.org  

our hopeour evolutionour evolution



An Invitation to Individual Donors
Hand in Hand thrives because of our donors. Our ongoing work with children in crisis is dependent on the 
generosity of our community. To honor and respect all that donors do for us, we provide a wealth of ways to give 
to our organization.

From online shopping to direct donation, birthday fundraising to estate planning; we invite you to explore our 
many giving options and select the one that works best for you at handinhandkids.org/ways-to-give

Help A Child: Become A Volunteer
When you volunteer with Hand in Hand, you join an incredible team of compassionate people dedicated to 
assisting children and families in the midst of traumatic separation, in need of basic necessities or services, seeking 
academic coaching or even the simple joy of joining an after school soccer program.

We welcome you to apply for a volunteer position on our website.



hand in hand

The sad reality is, I have come to expect each foster 
child arriving at my door to be clutching a life’s 
worth of belongings in a black trash bag. It is 
a heartbreaking representation of the worn 
down, over-used and fragile state of the  
human being standing before me. We can  
do better. 

 
Snohomish County Foster Mom

9502 19th Ave SE, Suite F 
Everett, WA 98208
425.374.2461
info@handinhandkids.org
www.handinhandkids.org




